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PSYCHICAL CONSIDERATIONS 187 

Naturally all prisoners do not react to 
repression in the same way or degree, and the 
picture I have drawn includes a number of stages 
which may represent the condition of a number 
of girls. But I believe that the iii cases of 
violence, of which a ended by restraint of the 
girl by handcuffs last year, were not due to any 
other cause than a pathological state induced by 
the character of the disciplinary conditions which 
we impose in our prisons, and under which it is 
hopeless to engender the attitude which will lead 
to what has been hopefully designated as the 
" arrest of the criminal habit."* 



» Sir E. Ruggtes-Brisc, K.C.B., " The English PrisM System/* 
p. 344. par. 2. 
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It may appear that, so far, I have no good word 
to say for our prison system in any of its forms. 
I have not. I think it creates a criminal class, 
and directly fosters recidivism, that our method 
is dead and done with, and in need of decent 
cremation. From the ashes one hopes a system 
might arise which, if imbued with a really 
scientific spirit, might be a new beginning in 
tackling a problem which is, at present, all to 
solve. But the new can never be grafted on the 
old, and penal discipline must go. 
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but to the doctor, to the man of science, to the 
student of the whole man, to the educator, to 
the man who knows himself in so far as human 
knowledge will allow of it, to the man who can 
bring the most of human knowledge, human 
resource, and human feeling to bear on the 
problem, which we — have utterly failed to solye. 
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